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FROM THE VICARAGE     August 2016 

Called to Serve 

We look forward to welcoming Revd Rachel Wilson this month as our House for Duty 

Assistant Curate. The Licensing Service is on Wednesday 10th August at 7.00 pm at All Saints 

Church Pocklington and everyone is welcome to come along and welcome Rachel and her 

husband Keith. As the House for Duty Assistant Curate Rachel will work 2 days per week and 

Sundays.  She brings with her many gifts and an enthusiasm for ministry and we look forward 

to her contribution in the future. We wish her and Keith well as they start a new chapter in 

their life amongst us this month. 

All are called to serve and there are many ways in which this call can be fulfilled. The ordained 

ministry is only one way of service and there are many other opportunities. We are fortunate 

to have Readers and Parish Assistants in our Ministry Team and they both contribute 

enormously to the ministry and mission in our parishes. In addition there are many other 

people who are called to serve but not in a formal ministry team. They are the office holders 

in each church, PCC members and those who are on the various rotas in a church, all ensuring 

that the necessary organisation of a church runs smoothly and the mission and outreach 

takes place in each parish. And then there are many others who are called to serve who have 

neither a formal ministry, office nor job on a rota. They serve within each congregation, being 

a listening ear, a helping hand, quietly praying, looking after others, offering support simply 

by just being there. Their mission and ministry often goes unrecognised but takes place 

amongst all they meet beyond the church's activities and groups, being on the front line of 

outreach in a community. God calls all to serve and God recognises everyone's service. It is 

God who equips each person with a gift which is to be used for the common good of all. As 

we welcome Rachel into our Ministry Team this month let us recognise everyone is called by 

God to serve and acknowledge the many and various ways in which all serve.     

Perhaps if we did away with titles we could all be called Servants of the Lord - because that 

is what we are called to be.      

  Geoff 

 

Pocklington Group of Churches Pastoral Team  

The Pastoral Team is available to visit the bereaved, those who are ill, the housebound, or 

anyone who would like someone to talk to .This is an important part of the Church’s 

ministry and mission but we can only visit those we know about. So if you, or anyone you 

know, would welcome a visit from a member of the church family, please contact us and we 

will arrange for a member of the Pastoral Team to visit. 
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The speaker at the July meeting was the new Vice President for the Archdeaconry of York, 
Hilary Castle. 
She gave a resume of her life and outlined her thoughts for the future of the Mothers Union 
in the Archdeaconry. One of the tasks that gave her pleasure was going to Branch meetings 
in the Archdeaconry and meeting members. 
That morning she has been to a meeting in a Church and there was a notice in the entrance 
that we should all take on board. 
 
                                                TALK TO GOD BEFORE THE SERVICE  
                                                    LISTEN TO GOD IN THE SERVICE  
                                       TALK TO YOUR FRIENDS AFTER THE SERVICE 
 
Mary Sumner Day will be celebrated on Tuesday 9th August with a service in Church at 2pm 
led by Revd Canon Rodney Nicholson. This is open to everyone not just members. There will 
be light refreshments afterwards. 
  
On Saturday 20th August, York Archdeaconry are celebrating 140 years of Mothers Union 
with a  
                                           BIRTHDAY BASH AND AFTERNOON FETE AT  
                          CONNAUGHT COURT, ST OSWALD’S ROAD, FULFORD, YORK 
                                                                 2PM TO 4PM 
 
There will be the usual stalls including cakes ,tombola, bottles, plants, produce ,jewellery, 
sweets, ”shabby chic” and  
 
     The Regency Dancers (back by popular demand), family games and community singing. 
 
                    All are welcome to any of our meetings and events  
 
Our next Branch Meeting is on Tuesday 6th September will be the Revd Les Slow. 
 
With Many Blessings 
Josie Penter 
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Our last few sessions of the summer term have been a delight – the children have really 

grown in confidence and are ever willing and eager to help with the story and choose songs 

to sing.  

This came in really handy when, during one session, I told the children how I hadn’t had 

time to eat my lunch. I’d brought 2 lunches and needed some help deciding which to 

choose. Now, the choice was fish and chips, a bottle of Coke and a piece of cake OR salad, 

some fruity water and some grapes. I know, a bit of a “no-brainer” but unfortunately for 

the story, I had to choose the healthy option and the children told me why; because it was 

good for my body. So what’s better for our minds and our hearts? Well we have a choice 

don’t we? We can’t keep filling them with junk and expect that it will make us good and 

kind people. We all decided it was a good thing to keep reading our little bible stories, keep 

saying our prayers and keep being kind to one another – a better way to fill us with 

goodness. 

I love the parable of the lost sheep.  It seems such a simple way to let us know that we are 

never without God and that every one of us matters.  The children were able to tell me all 

sorts of facts about sheep and answer some fun questions.  Most importantly, they knew 

that the person who looks after sheep is called a shepherd.  As we listened to the parable 

each child took it in turns to be the shepherd and look after cuddly Woolly, understanding 

how God is like a shepherd who looks after us. 

The summer holidays provides us with the opportunity to spend more time with family and 

friends, so our last session focused upon being together and having fun.  We thought of lots 

of ways that Jesus may have had fun when he was little; Did he have play fights with his 

siblings? Did he go fishing with his dad? Did he enjoy a day at home baking with his mum? 

Did he meet with his friends and play outside? I’ve no doubt that as a large family, there 

were lots of tears and lots of laughter – just like our families today and we need to say 

thank you to God for all these happy days. 
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We also said goodbye and good luck to one of our regular Little 

Sainters who will be starting Infant’s School in September.  Veldi has 

been such an enthusiastic little boy at our sessions, always 

volunteering to help with the story and having the loudest response 

to the candle lighting part of our worship. Veldi was presented with a 

little gift pack which included a hand-knitted teddy, from Mother’s 

Union. Our Little Saints family is ever growing – we are a mix of 

cultures, nationalities and backgrounds who meet together in easy 

friendship, share our life experiences and welcome new faces.  I pray 

that we continue in the same way as we come together again in the autumn - please do feel 

free to drop in and join us and meet these wonderful families. 

Dear God, Thank you for our families and friends and for summer holidays when we are 

able to spend time together.  Be with Veldi as he starts his new school in September.  

Help him to make good friends, be kind to others and to try his best.  We pray that all our 

Little Saints families have a safe and happy summer.  Amen. 

 

                                         
                                                         Electoral Roll 

A number of people have noticed that their name is not on the Roll as displayed on the 

noticeboard. Could I suggest that a form is obtained from the Office and once completed 

handed to Marilyn for my attention.                     David Brown 

 

                                                       Front Cover and articles  

The front cover of the magazine is always in colour and if you have a suitable photograph or 

painting of local interest that could adorn an issue, then please send it on to me. 

September could be related to autumn, October –Harvest, November –Celebration /All 

saints and so on. 

Also if you would like to write a piece for the magazine I would be pleased to include it –it 

could be about a town or church that you visited, a local event, a craft activity. 

Please have a word if you are uncertain as to whether it would appropriate. 

There are no prizes but your work will be on the Church’s website –and will be seen 

worldwide.  
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Mothers’ Union and the Isle of Man Development Fund  
 

 
“My business has grown and improved. Now I can help my family. I can buy soap and cooking 

oil and new clothes.  My mindset has improved and I feel more confident”. Mothers’ Union 
Literacy and Financial Education Programme participant, Northern Malawi 
 

The above quote is from just one of more than the 36,000 people who have benefited from 
the Isle of Man International Development Committee’s (IDC) generous funding of Mothers’ 

Union over the past four years.  
  
Thanks to grants of more than £176,000 in total, the IDC has helped fund savings groups in 

Malawi and South Sudan, and the Eagle process in Uganda. We are also very pleased to have 
recently received a grant towards the Transformational Savings and Credit programme in 

Rwanda. 
 
Mothers’ Union has demonstrated our ability to be highly cost effective with the contribution 

from the IDC costing less than £5 per life reached. 
 

Their support for Eagle has enabled Mothers’ Union to develop a relatively new way of 
working, helping communities break free from dependency and deal with issues such as 

poverty using their own resources. Lives are already being transformed. Participants are 
improving community infrastructure, cultivating their land which is leading to more and better 
quality food, building latrines and providing access to safe water. Some changes have been 

profound, as one Coordinator states:”If we hadn’t started the Eagle process before the 
drought in this community we would have lost more of the vulnerable and elderly people.” 

 
 

In South Sudan the IDC has enabled over 7,000 
people to benefit from the Literacy and Financial 

Education Programme. Mary, a widow from Wau 
with six boys and one girl, took a loan from her 
savings group to enable her to sell tea. She then 

expanded this to setting up a restaurant that 
benefits the community. This enables her to send 

her youngest child to school, and buy food for the 
family and clothes for her children. She says: “I 
encourage all others to join because it provides 

for the daily needs of my family.” 
 

Mothers’ Union Sodor and Man are key to our 
success. They have developed excellent relations with the members of the IDC and have 

tirelessly publicised the activities they have supported. They have even fundraised 
themselves: organising coffee mornings, afternoon teas, Lent lunches, Christmas parties, 
service collections and a family day at the Sea Terminal to name just a few activities. 

 
To find out more or donate visit www.mothersunion.org or call today on 020 7222 5533 

 

 

 

 

                     LFEP Trainers in South Sudan 

http://www.mothersunion.org/
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 A better way than violence by Rodney Nicholson 

EVERY few weeks we hear yet another case of parents subjecting their baby or young child 

to horrific cruelty, ending in death. The child is murdered by the very people who should 

have given love and care. Often these parents are inadequate for their role and lack the 

patience needed to cope, perhaps with constant crying. At the other end of the scale, I was 

reading Alan Titchmarsh’s book, “Nobbut a Lad” - the story of his early life in Ilkley. It is an 

entertaining book, but in one place he mentions, with amusement and approval, his uncle 

giving him a clip round the ear for misbehaving. They are not his best lines. Hitting (or 

“boxing”) someone’s ears is irresponsible and can cause deafness. There’s that old chestnut 

about the local bobby giving youngsters a clip round the ear for misbehaving. I doubt it 

actually happened – at least since the war. It certainly did not feature in the 1950s’ Dixon of 

Dock programmes. 

 Of course, parents who resort to an occasional light smack are not in the same league 

as child torturers and murderers. Nevertheless, I believe they are wrong. A couple in my last 

parish, who could not have their own children, adopted a four-year-old girl then, nearly 

twenty years later adopted her baby. When he was a few years older, they said to him 

something like, “If you misbehave, we will show our displeasure, but we will never hit you.” 

They believed that, just as you would not smack an adult, neither should you smack a child. 

Physical punishment teaches that the winner is the one with more strength – hardly a 

Christian message. Those who naturally lash out have probably been hit many times in their 

childhood. Life has taught them to get their way by violence.  

Some adults act appallingly, as we know. I heard recently of a woman who was riding 

her horse along a local country lane when a car full of young men came so close as to 

almost touch the horse. She remonstrated with them only to receive bad language and 

vulgar signs. Those motorised hooligans, rather than a six-year-old child, might be said be in 

the greater need of a smacking. 

 Again in the 50s I read Billy Bunter/Greyfriars School stories where miscreants 

regularly got the cane. Good teachers do not need such techniques. Making the lessons 

interesting, understanding why a child is behaving badly and developing a teenager’s social 

skills are better educational tools than saying, “Bend over”. Where methods like these fail, 

schools have their own ways of dealing with persistent offenders. 

 Violence mars our world. All killing and hurting is an affront to God, including the use 

of hurtful language. There is no need for it. We are called to live in peace and in turn be 

peacemakers.  

  

 

 

 



9 
 

   
  
 
 

                                              
Improving life for women through 

the new Sustainable Development Goals 

 

You may have heard of the new Sustainable Development Goals, or Global Goals, a set of 17 

international goals that have replaced the Millennium Development Goals. This new sustainable 

development agenda outlines a range of measures and targets to end poverty, combat climate 

change and fight justice and inequality - with the ultimate goal that 'no one is left behind' in 

the story of human and economic development. 

Throughout the Goals there is a focus on improving life for women and girls. Goal five, achieve 

gender equality and empower all women and girls, sets targets for governments on ending 

discrimination against women and girls and ensuring equal rights for example to leadership and 

economic resources; and other goals include targets with a specific focus on women. 

In March, the United Nations Commission on the Status of 

Women (UNCSW) met for two weeks to create a set of agreements 

on pushing this agenda forward. Mothers' Union holds special 

consultative status at the United Nations and was therefore able to 

play a part in influencing the outcome of the negotiations. The 

organisation submitted a written statement outlining 

recommendations on tackling violence against women, valuing 

unpaid care and committing to a range of other international 

agreements on gender equality; and throughout the two weeks met 

with government delegates to lobby on these issues.  

The United Nations may seem a distant entity, and the Global Goals a set of well-meaning 

ideals that have little relevance to the UK or Ireland. However, all governments have signed up 

to the UNCSW agreed conclusions and Global Goals, and it is important they are held 

accountable for implementing them. Mothers' Union will be following up on these commitments 

to improve life for women and girls - why not join us?  

For further details on UNCSW and the agreements go to www.mothersunion.org/supporting-

family-life/campaigning/worldwide/promote-gender-parity-and-empowerment-women-

sustainable  

or www.unwomen.org/en/csw/csw60-2016 

  

      
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Mothers' Union team at the UN 

http://www.mothersunion.org/supporting-family-life/campaigning/worldwide/promote-gender-parity-and-empowerment-women-sustainable
http://www.mothersunion.org/supporting-family-life/campaigning/worldwide/promote-gender-parity-and-empowerment-women-sustainable
http://www.mothersunion.org/supporting-family-life/campaigning/worldwide/promote-gender-parity-and-empowerment-women-sustainable
http://www.unwomen.org/en/csw/csw60-2016
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                                              Poem by Paddy Palmer  
 
                                

    There is no place too dark for God  
 To bring His light, His grace and calm. 
 He does not come with threatening rod, 
 But brings His love and healing balm. 
 
 We see His work in those who care 
 With the love of Jesus in their hearts, 
 Such love which bids us all to share  
 Those gifts of grace which He imparts. 
 
 Oh, let us seek to do His will 
 And take His love to those we meet, 
 Love which God yearns for all folk to seek. 
 And which makes the anxious heart be still. 
 
 Lord we pray for your light to fill our lives, 
 The light of love, of joy and peace, 
 Such love which warms, and removes all fear, 
 Love healing and calming, and never to cease. 

 
  

 

Christian Art by Joy Hadley 

A piece of Christian Art is a work physically created by anyone who identifies himself or 
herself as a Christian, and who acknowledges that such work was inspired by the Holy Spirit 
and dedicated as a form of worship to God. 

The beginnings of Christian art can be dated to the end of the second century or the early 

years of the third century A.D. The appearance of a comparatively large amount of material 

from this period is seen as good evidence for the dramatic growth of Christianity in this 

period. Most ancient works can be identified as "Christian Art" because the subject is a 

clearly recognised Christian icon or depicts an event in Christian history or clearly 

symbolises a Christian theme. Sacred themes and religious symbolism have continued being 

developed in more modern times and can be seen  in many forms in our churches today; 

paintings, sculpture, stained glass windows, banners, vestments and altar cloths.  

Also many well-known artists of international renown have worked autonomously, that is, 

not by church commission, choosing to take up Christian subject matter. Artists such as; 
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Pablo Picasso, Henri Matisse, Odilon Redon, Max Ernst, and Stanley Spencer and many 

more produced  work which is still admired and valued by many. Today a lot of Christian Art 

is in abstract form and is unrecognisable as such, unless the artist ensures that his or her 

work has a title which places it clearly in that category, or else it is accompanied by an 

artist's statement clearly identifying the work to be a response to a Christian theme or a 

prayer. 

 “Pray without ceasing. In everything give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
concerning you.” 1 Thessalonians 81-71:5  VJK  

However, Christian art does not always have to be religious art. Consider that God is the 

creator and we were made in his image. God’s creation is not totally involved with religious 

subjects, consider the birds, the trees, the landscape, when God created out of nothing, he 

didn’t just create ‘religious’ objects.  So what is the value of making art in our Christian lives 

today? All art is an expression and extension of ourselves; it explains us and inspires us. So 

why is so little Christian art made? Perhaps our concerns about life  cause us to become 

overloaded with the practicalities and stresses in our lives and the world, and that blocks 

out the light of the Holy Spirit; the energy of creativity. Our time and attention go outward 

towards just living rather than inward towards focusing on Christ. Art can be a valuable 

resource for helping us to focus on Christ in prayer and provide an escape from the 

busyness of modern life and allow us time and peace to just ‘Be Still’ 

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your 

body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? Look 

at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly 

Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? Can any one of you by 

worrying add a single hour to your life?” Matthew 72-52:6  VIN  

We don’t have to persuade a four year old to colour outside the lines or not to follow the 

rules or to simply draw on the page what they see or imagine. Yet somewhere along the 

way as we get older we become convinced that only ‘colouring  inside the lines’ is the right 

way to do it. People do want to be creative; just look at the surge in popularity of adult 

colouring books.  But the rules become important and we don’t allow ourselves to be freely 

creative; creativity is often replaced with conformity; originality is replaced with 

standardisation. 

 “And he said: “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 3:81  VIN  

Seeing is not the same as looking; we look at things all the time, passively, barely taking 
them in but seeing is something we actively participate in. Seeing is an act, and making art 
is an active response.  For example seeing is to really focus on the presence a tree takes up 
in its surroundings become entranced by its detail, its colour, its shape and  making art 
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allows you to see and appreciate the wonders of God’s creation then dedicate it as a form 
of worship to God. 

If you would like to find out more about the value of art and creativity in your Christian life I 
can recommend three excellent books: 

Art and the Bible. by Francis A. Schaeffer 

The Artisan Soul. by Erwin Rapheal McManus 

The Creative Call by Janice Elsheimer 

In addition The Methodist church has an excellent unique collection of Christian art which 
includes more than 40 works by Graham Sutherland, Elisabeth Frink and many other 
renowned artists. Most of the images are accompanied by expert commentary. It has been 
seen and appreciated by thousands of people, and now you can also experience it by 
looking at this website: 

http://www.methodist.org.uk/static/artcollection 

Or perhaps you would like to have a go yourself and join one of the workshops listed below: 

Three Joyful Art Workshops – Christian Art for All. 

All workshops @ Millington Village Hall - 10.30am-3.30pm.   

All inclusive: materials and refreshments provided. 

Limited places (10 per workshop) so please book early. Beginners especially welcome. 

Saturday 20th August. The Wonderful Wolds Landscape - Celebrating God's creation in 
paint and prayer. 

Saturday 17th September. Trees in the Churchyard.  

Saturday 15th October. Countdown to Christmas - Design your own Christmas Card. 

All workshops £25 each- all proceeds to St Margaret’s restoration fund. 

For more details or to book a place please ring Joy Hadley 01759 306655 

Please note  
The deadline for the September edition is 9am Friday 19th August and 
should be emailed to: davidcbrown5@hotmail.com                                                                                                              
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                                 August Services in the Pocklington Group of Churches  

 Burnby 
 7th  9.15 am Family Communion (CW)  
 Great Givendale  
 14th   6.00 pm Evening Prayer (BCP)   
 28th  9.15 am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
 Hayton 
 7th    9.15 am Holy Communion (CW) 
 21st   9.15 am Morning Prayer (CW) 
 Huggate  
 7th     9.15 am All Age Worship 
 14th  9.15 am Morning Prayer (CW)  
 21st   9.15 am Holy Communion (CW) 
 28th   9.15 am Morning Prayer (CW) 
 Londesborough  
 7th     10.45 am  Morning Prayer (BCP) 
 14th   10.45 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 28th   10.45 am Morning Prayer (CW) 
 Millington 
 14th  9.15 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 28th   9.15 am  Morning Prayer (CW) 
 Nunburnholme 
 7th  10.45 am  All Age Worship 
 21st  10.45 am Family Communion (CW) 
 
 Pocklington 
 7th    8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 7th   10.45 am  Family Communion (CW)  
 10th  7.00 pm  Special-Licensing of Rachel Wilson 
 14th  8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP)  
 14th  10.30 am Joint Service at Methodists 
 14th  4.00 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) 
 21st  8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 21st    10.45 am Sung Eucharist (CW) 
 28th  10.45 am  Sung Eucharist (CW) 
 28th  4.00 pm Evening Prayer (BCP) 
  
 Shiptonthorpe 
 7th     10.45 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 14th  10.45 am  All Age Worship 
 21st    10.45 am  Morning Prayer (BCP) 
 28th  10.45 am  Family Communion (CW) 
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PARISH REGISTERS 

 

 We have welcomed into the Christian Family through Baptism: 

 26th June  Luke Rooks  (Pocklington) 

 26th June   Isabelle Jayne Beattie (Pocklington) 

  

  

 

 

We have united in Marriage through the love of God: 

2nd July   Mark Thomas Stephenson and Amy Louise Broadhead 

                                                                                                         (Londesborough) 

16th July  Stephen Charles Gilpin and Julie Anne Thorpe (Gt.Givendale) 

16th July       Richard Morley and Jodi Louise Martyn (Pocklington) 

  

 

 We have commended to God’s sure keeping with thanksgiving: 

 29th June          Lily Renee Hughes (Octon) 

 1st  July             Irene Ladley (Pocklington) 

 19th July           Hannah Maureen Constance   (York) 

 21st July            Dawn Elizabeth Hardie                                   (Haltemprice)  

 22nd July           Dorothy Eileen Dent                                                    (York)   
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  PASTORAL SERVICES 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals 
 

  To enquire about arrangements for these services  

  Please call at the Parish Office in the Church or phone 01759 306045  

  Office hours are Tuesday to Friday 9am to 1 pm 

                                        Scale of fees and charges for 2016 

 Baptisms  

 There is no fee for a service of Baptism  
 Certificate of Baptism, if required.  £13.00  
 

 Weddings  

 Publication of Banns.  £27.00 
 Certificate of Banns, if required.  £13.00 
 Marriage Service.  £415.00 
 Certificate of Marriage at registration.                       £4.00  
 Verger  £32.00 
 Organist  £80.00 
 Bells  £80.00 
 Heating   £55.00 

   
 
 Please note that an additional charge will be made if extra facilities are required. 

We regret that it is not always possible to come back into the Church for additional 

photographs after the service. 

 Funerals  

 Funeral service in Church, Cemetery or Crematorium  £178.00 
 Verger  £32.00 
 Organist  £80.00 
 Heating  £55.00 
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                                  A Prayer for the life of our Parishes and Churches  

O God ,make the door of this church wide enough to receive all who need human love and 
fellowship; narrow enough to shut out envy ,pride and strife. Make its threshold smooth 
enough to be no stumbling block for children, nor to straying feet, but rugged and strong to 
turn back the tempter’s power. God make the doorway of this house the entrance to your 
eternal kingdom. Amen 
 

 Parish Church of All Saints, Pocklington  
Church office  

01759 306045 

      Office @allsaintspock.plus.com 

Electoral Roll Officer David Brown 305521 

Flower Team Contact Ann Theakston  302731 

Little Saints Leader  Kirsty Brooks 307453 

Magazine Editor  David Brown 305521 

Magazine Distribution Rowena Protheroe  304984 

Mothers Union Secretary Josie Penter 303062  

Organist and Choirmaster Michael Cooper  305929  

Parish Administrator Marilyn Hollingsworth 306045 

Pastoral Coordinator Bronnie Broadhurst  307479 

PCC Secretary Sue Currier  0740 1133219 

Planned Giving /Gift Aid                 Sue Currier  0740 1133219 

Treasurer David Brown  305521  

Verger                                                 Ian Ryder                                          318640  

For all Church and Meeting Rooms bookings  

 Contact the Parish Administrator at the Church Office Tuesday to Friday 9am to 1pm 

For more information about the Church, please visit our website 

                                             www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org 

                                                          www.pocklingtonchurchfriends.org.uk 

http://www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org/

